
  GREAT BEGINNINGS — 

  IN THE CLASSROOM 

 

   Walking down the hall and hearing the sounds of children giggling 
and laughing is a wonderful experience. Of course, there are some 
separation tears.  This is a very “bittersweet” time for parents and 
some children will experience some separation anxiety.  But that soon 
ends and trust is established.                                    

   The classroom environments are purposefully created to  engage 
and challenge children.  We will meet the Standards set by the        
PA Department of Education and in many instances exceed those     
standards. We will have a good time doing it!  Learning should be en-
joyable at any age, but it is crucial at the Preschool level. 
 
   Our goal is to implement Developmentally Appropriate  Practices in 
Early Childhood Education— and the concept that learning does not 
need a tangible product to occur.  The process is more important than 
the product and LEARNING SHOULD BE FUN! 

 

GREAT BEGINNINGS  -                                                                                            
IN THE 4/5’s & 3’s CLASSROOMS 

 
   We have been busy in the 4/5 Year Old Program and enjoying our 
time together tremendously.  We started out the year getting to 
know each other, and learning about our school and classroom rules. 
We had a great time exploring the themes homes and families, and 
Butterflies!  We will learn about fire safety rules and have a visit 
from the Fire Department.  We are excited about  beginning our Fall 
theme units, which include a trip to Brace’s Apple Orchard. 
 
In the 3’s Classrooms 
The 3’s are very busy learning the color red, all about insects and cat-
erpillars.  We are looking forward to our first bus trip and hayrides.  
We have made new friends and are busy investigating our classrooms.  
We love the playground!  We will be learning about fire safety and a 
visit from the Fire Department soon. 
 
 

DATES TO 

REMEMBER 

Oct 6th—Kindergarten & 
Kdg-Ext Hillside Farms in 
the afternoon. 

Oct. 16 & 17 – Yellow  
             Days 

Oct. 18— 4/5’s                
Brace’s Apple Or-
chard (Bus trip) 
For:  Mrs. Rost, Ms. Nel-
son, Mrs. Williams & Mrs. 
Carpenter  
Drop-off 9:30 & Pickup at 
noon. 
 

Oct. 20— 
Dymonds’ Pumpkin 
Trip  (Bus trip)              
For:  *Mrs. Higgins, Mrs. 
Blazure, & Mrs. Edwards 
*Mrs. Higgins 2 day class 
will not have class on 
Thurs. Oct. 19 

Oct 24— Kdg Whistle Pig 
Farms 9:30-1:30. Parent 
drop-off & pickup 
  
Oct. 24— PEG Meet-
ing @ 9:35  Sign up in 
Office if childcare is need-
ed. 

Oct 25— Birds, Bugs & 
Butterfly Presentation for 
4/5’s & Kdg by Roberta 
Troy (Penn State Master 
Gardner) 

Oct. 30—Nov 3– 
“FUN”d Runs Begin            
Sponsor sheets due Oct. 18 

Oct. 30—Kindergarten 
Halloween Parade  

Oct. 31— No School 
for Preschool, Kinder-
garten Extension             
& Kindergarten  
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COCO ’S  CORNER  
( a l s o  k n o w n  a s  L e a r n i n g  L a b )   

BACK MOUNTAIN FOOD PANTRY 
 

  TECEC will again participate in a food collection for the Back Mountain Food Pantry’s Thanks-
giving Basket  distribution.  The collection will begin November 6, 2017.  The Food Pantry has 
asked us to collect these items especially for the Thanksgiving Baskets:   
Playgroup & Young 4’s:  cake mixes & cake frostings, 3’s:  canned pumpkin & cranberry sauce,             
4/5’s: stuffing mix,  Kindergarten:  canned vegetables 
Our PeeWee Helping Hands committee will be coordinating this event.  Look for bins outside 
your child’s classroom. 

   For a young child, learning the letters of the                  
alphabet and their sounds is a huge academic                  
achievement. As parents and teachers, we constantly 
make the link  between familiar objects and the beginning 
letters of their names.  A cow by the side of the road     
isn’t just a cow, it’s a c-c-cow, and an opportunity to teach 
the  letter C! 

   During Learning Lab we will work with special rhymes that expand upon the 
teaching technique of putting everyday words into imaginative, original rhymes 
that are sure to engage and delight young learners. An isolated “A” on an     
alphabet chart has no meaning to a preschooler, but fold it into a rhyming    
story about anteaters and it suddenly makes sense! 

   Learning Lab day usually begins with a song that is related to one of the 
week’s themes.  Singing along with our giant songbook is a great way to get 
everyone included in the group. The children then choose which center they 
would like to start at.  Coco asks them to visit all the centers—he doesn’t want 
them to miss any of the things he has planned.  Some of our recent center     
activities included the following: 

Center#1– Make and Take: We made fingerprint bumblebees.                                                         

Center #2– Games on the Go: We arranged birds by color & size.  The chil-
dren also enjoyed Coco’s“Sound Suitcase” Each week it contains small objects 
that begin with the featured letter of the week.  

Please consider           
volunteering 1 hour of 
your time to assist in 
Learning Lab. A sign up 
sheet is located by 
Room 8 



Dear Families,    

Thank you for the tremendous support you gave our Fall Mum Sale. It was a huge success. Word 
must be out on the quality of these beautiful plants provided by Rave’s.  By now I hope you are                              
beginning to enjoy the beautiful colored flowers. Thank you to Jeff Ropietski, Michelle Litzenbauer, 
Amanda Kazimi, Sean & Kim Cooney, Kathy & Noah Balcziunas, Michele Camoni, Mel Nelson and Sue 
Collins for helping with the delivery and distribution of all those mums! 

   If you haven’t heard, we have had a few butterflies emerge from their chrysalis in our classrooms.  
We have watched in awe as our fat caterpillars have made their way to the top of their terrariums 
and spun their chrysalis.  We look forward to releasing more beautiful butterflies and wishing them 
a safe journey as they travel south to warmer climates. Thank you to Ann Bressler and Jodie Pelle-
grini for the healthy caterpillars and milkweed. 

There are sign up sheets outside your child’s classroom for pumpkins, sunflowers and gourds.  Thank 
you for your generosity. 

  October is a busy month here at the Education Center!  Be sure to read your newsletter and calen-
dar carefully.  (We do have some time changes for certain classes!). We don’t want you to miss out 
on any of our fun activities.   Happy Fall! 

      Brenda Strutko 

PHONE CONFERENCES 
 

Phone conferences will be held during the first 2 weeks of November (dates & times to be                                     
announced). Your child’s teacher will conduct 10 minute conferences. These conferences will                 
highlight how your child has acclimated to his/her new school environment. The teacher has many 
calls to make. Please allow her to be brief knowing that she will contact you immediately if a concern 
arises. 

TRUCKSVILLE EARLY CHILDHOOD  
EDUCATION CENTER 

PEG (Parent Enrichment Group) 
 

PEG held its first meeting on 9/20/17.  The Tshirt/Hoodie Sale will be starting soon.  We will be 
sponsoring an “Art & Cookie Night” - look for more information.  Please remember to bring in box 
tops—there is a box located in the lobby.  PEG sign up sheets have been distributed, please return 
to the office ASAP so you can be involved.  Join us Oct 24th at 9:35 am for our next meeting,  
babysitting will be available—sign up in the office. 



 

PHONE SQUAD 
   The Phone Squad is composed of parents who 
make phone calls to all parents in their       
particular classroom for emergency schedule 
changes  and on occasion to relay PEG                   
information.  Parents must listen to the local 
radio stations or TV Channels 16, 22  & 28  for 
weather delays or cancellations. 
   It is imperative that you check your answer-
ing machine for any messages and that the Of-
fice has the correct phone number to be called 
if it is other than the home phone number.  
   If you are in doubt as to whether classes are 
delayed or canceled due to weather conditions, 
please call the school’s answering machine or 
check our website.  
 

 

YOU ARE INVITED— 
TO LEARNING LAB 

 
   This is a great experience to find out what 
is happening in the classroom.  Listen to what 
one parent told us:  “Whenever I asked my 
child what she did in school  today, she said 
‘Play’.  Learning Lab was a great eye opener.          
I felt like I had a much  better understanding 
of her day.” 
 
    That’s the first and probably the most             
important benefit of volunteering in Learning 
Lab. The second is helping the children in an 
area which they might find difficult without 
one to one instruction.  You can make a             
difference in 1 hour! 
 
Please sign up outside of Learning Lab, Room 
8, for a day with your child and their class.  
Thank you! 

YOU ARE INVITED—TO 
READ 

 
   Children learn by example.  If you read, 
they’ll read.    We read in the classroom as 
much as possible and we are inviting you to 
join us.  You can help by volunteering to read 
in your child’s classroom.   
   Our 4/5 Year Old Classes will have a sign-up 
sheet outside their classroom in October and 
Y4’s and 3’s in November.   Your child may 
choose one book to read. 
 
Fiction books for emerging literacy learners 
should reflect many of the following qualities: 

Simple themes, Repetitive patterns,                 
Rhythmic language,  

and Familiar concepts 
 

 

A NOTE REGARDING  
DELAYED SCHEDULES 

 
We will use Delayed Schedules for Snow             
Delays: 

DELAYED SCHEDULE 
(used for snow delays) 

AM 10:30-12:30 or *10:15-12:15 
 

* Ms Nelson’s class will meet 10:15-12:15 
Mrs. Collins’ Kindergarten will meet               

10:15-2:45 
 

Mrs. Higgins 3 year old classes 10:30-12:30 
 

4’s Extension dismisses at 3:00 
Kindergarten & Kindergarten Extension dis-

misses at 3:15 

 
Please note Channel 16. 22, & 28’s message will 
read  1 hour delay   when we have a snow                   
delay and times will not be listed.  
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We are so thrilled that you are enjoying our playground after school!  Please supervise the children 
when they are playing, and help us to re-enforce the following rules for safety. In addition, wait 
until the last class has gone in before allowing your child to play.  Thank you! 

PLAYGROUND RULES 
 

We are teaching the children the following rules for safety on our playground: 
*Children must be accompanied by an adult on the playground. 

*    The slides are for sliding down on your bottoms only (not climbing up or sliding backwards, etc). 
Wait for your turn, no pushing or shoving especially on the platforms.  

 Teach the children to reach for the handles when climbing up the lily pad climbers.                                   

 On the train, children may sit on the front of the engine.  They also may climb in and out of the 
train tunnel using the ladders.  No standing on top of any part of the train including the  
benches. 

 Children should not be in the pavilion unless accompanied by an adult. 

 Please do not allow the children to play with the rubber mulch. 
 
And finally, our Kindergarten & Kindergarten Extension Programs use the playground after lunch, 
so please finish your play time by 12:30. 

         Thank You! 

Coming In November:  TRAVELING SUITCASES 
 

Our 4/5 year old friends will soon have the opportunity to take home our “Traveling Suitcase”.                   
Each suitcase contains a different story and author.  We developed this program to allow the        
children to explore and share with you some of the activities we are doing in our centers in the   
classroom and to have some fun doing it!  Many of the activities are interactive with you, and cover 
all different areas of development.  As the year progresses, the activities will become increasingly 
more challenging.  Children this age enjoy “kid writing”, which allows them to develop their writing 
skills at their own pace.  Please do not pressure your child to write or correct their writing.                    
The suitcase is meant to be enjoyable.   We hope you have fun! 

SNACK PANTRY DONATIONS 
 

Thank you to those who made a donation to our Snack Pantry in  
September:  Dean Hoover, Joey Pellegrini, Nolan Cooney, Abaigeal Murray and  
Claire Pippenger, Joseph Dessoye, Olivia Sears, Cade Acuff and Nolan Cooney.   
Your donations help us to continue to provide healthy snacks!    
 
 

 



Thank you to Dan Sekel, of Cypress Landscaping Services for donating our 
beautiful flower pots outside the school.  Thank you to our students and 

Alumni for the beautiful handprints. 

 
 
 
          
 
 

FAMILY “COME TO SCHOOL NIGHT” 
 

   Mark your calendars for the evening of November 9th!    You and your  preschooler will have 
the unique opportunity to participate (not observe) in hands-on activities in our                 
classrooms together. 
 
   A science experiment and “make your own” snack—big hits from the past.  Family Come to 
School Nights—will still be included in the evening. 
  
   Our goal is to share with you our practice of “Developmentally Appropriate”  learning and             
demonstrate how we apply this practice in our everyday classroom.   Most importantly, the 
idea that learning should be fun!   
 
   There will be a supervised “Kids Room” in our playroom for siblings so that you may have a 
special night alone with your preschooler. 
 
    

 

A Special Thank You from our Teachers 

 

The Staff would like to thank all who donated supplies for our classrooms.  We are so ap-
preciative to have extra supplies and some favorite items that the children (and teachers) 
enjoy having.  
 
Thank you to Ethan Trevaskis for the tissues and baby wipes donation—these are very 
useful in our classrooms! 

  



Kindergarten 

Connection 

The time is just flying by in our Kindergarten classroom!  
Everyone has adjusted to school very well and is doing a 

great job with our daily routine.  Our kindergarteners are 
very busy learning many new “Heart Words” which gives 

them great confidence with reading their new books!  The 
look on their faces is simply priceless when they read a 
book by themselves.  Practice is the key to a successful 
reader.  Make a game out of practicing sight words and 
you’ll see how much fun you will have with your child. 

 
Everyone is looking forward to our first field trip to 

Whistle Pig Farm on October 24th!  Drop off will be at the 
farm at 9:30 and pick up will be at 1:30.  We will enjoy 

many fall activities during our stay including making scare-
crows!  We are in need of two pairs of pants and two 
shirts so if you have any to donate, we’d like to have 

them!  More information will be sent home. 
 

As if that isn’t enough excitement, we will have our Hal-
loween Party and Parade on October 30th!  Be sure to 

check the hall bulletin board for a sign up sheet for our 
party.  If you could donate a snack for our party I’d 

greatly appreciate it!  Hopefully you’ll be able to stay and 
enjoy the parade and party with us!  Remember NO 

SCHOOL on October 31st! 



OCTOBER 2017 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri 

2 

 

3 

Playgroup Orien-
tation/First Day 

4 5 6 

Kdg & Kdg Ext 
Hillside Farms 

9 10 

 

11 12 

 

Oct book orders 
due 

13 

 

16 17 

 

18 

4/5s Brace’s  

Apple Orchard  
 

“FUN”d Run      
Sponsor Sheets 

Due 

19 

No Class for  
Mrs. Higgins 

 

 

20 

3’s & Y4’s  

Dymonds’  Farm 
Field Trip 

23 

 

24 

PEG Meeting 
9:35 

Kindergarten 

Whistle Pig Farm 
Field Trip 9:30-
1:30 No PM 
Class 

25 

Birds, Bugs & 
Butterflies for  
4/5’s & Kdg 

 

26 27 

 

30 

Kindergarten 
Halloween  

Parade 1:30 

 

31 

 

NO SCHOOL 

   

“FUN”d Runs This Week 

Yellow Days 




